


MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 19th January 2026 AT 7.30PM

Present:	Councillors:
	V.Keeble, D.Hares, H Holman, S Withey, M McGrail
			
	Parish Clerk: John McKeown

Three members of the public were in attendance.
	     Action
Item 1.1       Apologies – Cllr Hamer & Cllr Panikkar

Item 1.2	Declarations of Interest. None declared. 

Item 1.3 	Minutes.  The minutes of 15/09/2025 and 17th November 2025 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 1.4.	Road Safety Issues. In the absence of Cllr Panikkar, no update. 

Item 1.5 MVAS Cllr Keeble & Panikkar attempted to delete the cache on the data, but all data was lost. Clerk has subsequently re-sent the MVAS codes to reload that data.
Item 1.5.1 Warranty extension – this was discussed and unanimously decided not to go ahead
Item 1.5.2 Data to local police – Clerk requested email address of local police, to forward monthly data to. Cllr Panikkar to send to Clerk										DP/JMcK
Item 1.6 Recreational Facilities. 
Item 1.6.1 Playing field update – Cllr Holman stated that the playing field has been damaged by a tractor cutting hedges in very wet and soft conditions, however, the matting has not been damaged as suggested by an email from Risborough Rangers. Cllr Holman to follow up.					HH
Item 1.6.2 Playing field – new pent shed has now been erected and the old Portaloo removed. It was suggested by the Chairman that a formal agreement is drawn up for Risborough Rangers use of the facility going forward. Cllr Holman to contact RRangers and Cllr McGrail to draw up agreement.     HH/MMcG
Item 1.6.3 Playground inspection -Cllr Holman to request this year’s inspection.			HH
Item 1.7 Biodiversity -all recent items have been added to the website
Item 1.8 Finance.  The pre council reconciliation for savings and current account balances, for both last November’s meeting, and this month’s meeting due to the absence of the Clerk at the November meeting.
The following payments made since the last meeting were approved:

800463	£57.19    Xmas carol concert expenses Cllr Withey		
 
800464 	£339.67	Clerk office rent & expenses.
	 
Item 1.9 Planning.  Cllr McGrail circulated usual pre meeting report – nothing to be followed up
Item 1.9.1 Land adjacent to recreation ground – following discussion it was agreed that any communication on potential developments should be initiated by the developer to the council.
Item 1.10   Affordable Housing. Councillor Hares said there have been no current updates apart from a planned road closure to supply services to the site in February. It was suggested by a parishioner this would be a good opportunity to repair potholes. James Tunnard to be contacted.				VK
[bookmark: _Hlk116475934]Item 1.11 Clerks Report, Correspondence, Circulars and Consultation Documents – Notes provided in Clerk’s absence
Item 1.11.1 New email addresses – one email address still needs to be migrated to .gov address. This must be completed before the next meeting when the AGAR report will be underway.			MMcG
Item 1.11.2 Online banking – Clerk attended a BALC meeting with Unity Bank who can offer online banking and preferential interest rates on savings accounts. Unity bank are used by many existing parish councils with competitive charges at £7 pcm and after discussion Clerk to follow this up after sending details out to all councillors giving more information.           JMcK

Item 1.11.3 GDPR and Assertion 10 update- following training, Clerk has updated all data policies and outlined to the meeting a new AGAR requirement which requires proof of GDPR training of councillors, and annual updates of GDPR policies. Clerk to send out all updated policies to EPC for approval and for sign off as part of the AGAR audit. 						            	JMcK/EPC
Item 1.11.4 Publication scheme – another new requirement has been highlighted by BALC that requires all parish councils to draw up and publish on their websites a “Publication Scheme”. This is a very complex and time-consuming document which includes names and addresses of councillors, proof of all expenditure over £100, details of the parish council’s operations etc. (all this data already exists on the website in different formats).  BALC regulations are contradictory regarding turnover limits for this requirement. Clerk to re-visit with BALC for clarity.  							JMcK
Item 1.12 Dunsmore.	  In Cllr Hamer’s absence no update. 
Item 1.13 HS2. Clerk confirmed that the new Stoke Mandeville relief road is now open including the Marsh Lane spur road but that in the near future, roadworks need to be carried out to correct some of the kerbs. 

Item 1.14 Media & Website Councillor Keeble suggested deleting the EPC Facebook page which gets very little usage and is full of irrelevant adverts. After discussion it was agreed this should be closed. Ellesborough Follies WhatsApp group could be used as an alternative.    VK

Item 1.15 Parish Hall update- Cllr Withey said the AGM was carried out on 20.11.25 and that accounts were completed showing a £5k uplift in income from last year. All hall bookings are now being carried out using the website electronically. A copy of last year’s accounts were provided for the Clerk to file. 			
Item 1.16 Matters of report –
· Cllr Holman reported fly tipping by R. Pearce’s land which was cleared
· The Summer party needs to be advertised earlier this year. Poster to be made         VK
· The Xmas lights were only 50% working and coloured lights need to be removed. DH
 

Item 1.17 –Open Forum 

· The fencing of the potential new reservoir on Ellesborough Golf Course was raised. Following the last report, James Turner Director of Golf has emailed a reply. Clerk to forward email to the Chairman	JMcK

Item 1.18 – Review of Clerk’s remuneration – Salary reviewed from £9650pa to £10000pa effective April 2026. 

 Next Meeting the next meeting will be held in Ellesborough Parish Hall on Monday 16th March 2026 7.30pm 


The meeting closed at 20.35 hrs.
Signed


M.McGrail
Chairman
Ellesborough Parish Council
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